
Dear parents and carers, 

This half term has started with children enjoying their Stunning Starts to launch new topics. Children have learnt about    
Diwali, discussed fire safety in PSHE, explored toys their grandparents would have played with in history and compared the  
materials they were made from with their own toys, used drama to learn new storytelling texts, started new dance and tag   
rugby units in PE and taken part in puzzle challenges and an evacuee day! 

Next week is Anti-bullying Week and we launch this on Monday with Odd Socks Day. Wednesday is Positive Noticing Day and 
on Friday we have Pudsey Day. More information is included in the newsletter. 

Hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs Cathy Brokenshire (Headteacher) 
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Everyone matters, everyone succeeds, every moment counts 

 

Nursery  Elodie Year 3    Iuan 

Reception Penny Year 4   Lucy 

Year 1   Alfie Year 5  Ethan 

Year 2      Jax Year 6    Piran 

St Dennis Stars 

All St Dennis Stars were awarded for courage this 

week, which is one of our core values. 

We are looking forward to… 

Week beginning: Monday 10th November 

 

Nursery  We are looking forward to finding out 
about how firefighters help us. 

Reception  We are looking forward to learning 
about and celebrating how everyone is 
unique and special on Odd Socks Day. 

.Year 1  As writers, we are looking forward to 
writing about The Gruffalo’s Child. 

Year 2  As dancers, we are looking forward to 
creating some great movements linked 
to our science about materials. 

Year 3  As scientists, we are looking forward 
investigating the physical properties of 
types of rock. 

Year 4  As historians, we are looking forward 
to learning about Viking raids at   
Lindisfarne. 

Year 5  We are looking forward to learning 
how to thread a needle and create a 
blanket stitch. 

Year 6  As athletes, we are looking forward to 
developing our skills in tag rugby. 

The Nest We are looking forward to our cinema 
trip to watch ‘How to Train Your 
Dragon’. 

FOSDA Coffee and Cake Invitation 

We’re incredibly lucky to have a brilliant fund-
raising group at St Dennis – Friends of St Den-
nis Academy (FOSDA). Their support makes a real differ-
ence and we’re so grateful for everything they do. 

To keep the momentum going, FOSDA are looking for new 
members and fresh ideas! Whether you can spare a little 
time to help at events, share creative fundraising ideas or 
simply want to find out more, we’d love to welcome you! 

Come along for coffee and cake on Thursday 13th      
November at 1430 in school. Parents, carers, grandparents 
– everyone is welcome! Mrs Nash and Mrs Crawford will 
be there to greet you and chat about how you can get     
involved. No pressure, just a friendly get-together to see 
how we can continue making great things happen for our 
children. 

http://www.stdennis.academy
mailto:office@stdennis.tpacademytrust.org


 
Key Dates - Autumn Term 2 

10.11.25 Anti-bullying Week 

Odd Socks Day 

12.11.25 Positive Noticing Day 

0900 Family Worker Drop-in 

13.11.25 1430 FOSDA Coffee and Cake - Open to all 

parents and carers who would like to find out 

more 

14.11.25 Pudsey Day 

17.11.25 0930 - 1100 Open Morning 

1445 Coffee and Cake - ASD Team  

18.11.25 0900 Reception Parent/Carer Workshop - RWI 

1500 Y1 Parent/Carer Workshop - Phonics 

Screening Check 

Y3 Truro Museum Visit 

19.11.25 0900 Y5 Parent/Carer Workshop - Key English 

and Maths Skills 

20.11.25 0900 Y3/4 Parent/Carer Workshop - Multipli-

cation Tables Check 

1500 Y2 Parent/Carer Workshop – Key Stage 1 

Assessment 

21.11.25 0900 Y6 Parent/Carer Workshop - SATs 

28.11.25 Non-uniform day for a tombola prize 

01.12.25 Festival of Trees Visit to St Denys Church 

04.12.25 Santa’s Grotto 

05.12.25 1400 finish for FOSDA Christmas Fayre 

09.12.25 1430 Rocksteady Performance  

10.12.25 Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day 

12.12.25 Over 70s lunch - Y5 

15.12.25 1500 Nursery - Songs and mince pies 

16.12.25 1400 Reception Nativity 

17.12.25 KS2 Carol Service Rehearsal at St Denys 

Church 

1400 Key Stage 1 Nativity 

18.12.25 1400 Key Stage 1 Nativity 

19.12.25 1000 Key Stage 2 Carol Service at St Denys 

Church 

Special Golden Time - Silent Disco 

Special Attendance Assembly 

1330 Finish 

  

Attendance 

Attendance for this year is now 94.5% 
This week, the class with the winning      
attendance is Reception 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They will enjoy an extra special playtime next week, 

for being the best attending class! 

Growth Mindset Awards 

Our Growth Mindset certificates were 

awarded to Holly, Walter, Eva, George, Bailey, Evie 

and Eva 

 

 

 

 

 

These awards celebrate children who have continued 

to believe in themselves and be resilient when      

something has been tricky! It’s knowing that they 

can’t do it… yet! 

Lunchtime Awards 

Tamara, Alba and Kendall received Lunchtime 

Awards this week for being polite, using good manners 

and showing responsibility. 

 

 

 

Reception 100% 

Year 1 93.8% 

Year 2 95.0% 

Year 3 93.2% 

Year 4 93.4% 

Year 5 92.3% 

Year 6 91.5% 



 

 

Monday is Odd Socks Day!  

Children can come to school on Monday with odd socks on to celebrate everyone 

being unique and to launch this year's Antibullying Week.  

 

 

After its success last year, we are delighted to be participating 

in Positive Noticing Day on Wednesday. 

We will be spending some time during the day thinking about the pow-

er of positive noticing. It is simple, practical, and highly effective. Be-

ing positively noticed by others builds self-esteem, supports behaviour and 

promotes good mental health. 

We will be encouraging children (and staff!) to positively notice one another. 

We encourage families to join in at home too. You can write positive notes for family members on luggage  

labels, post it notes or pieces of paper. We know that children who are positively noticed by their parents/

carers are happier, healthier and more resilient and secure.  

You may wish to use Positive Noticing Day as an opportunity to start daily positive noticing in your home. 

You can create and share positive labels as a family and save them - stick them on the fridge, the back of 

the door or put them in an old picture frame.  

Here are some ideas to get you started: 

‘I noticed that you put your plate by the sink, that’s really helped me this morning, you are very thoughtful, 

thank you’ 

‘Doing your homework without me asking shows real independence. I love the determination you are showing’ 

‘You are so good at sharing with your sister/brother. You are such a kind person.’ 

We hope you enjoy the day, and we want to say that ‘we notice you’ and the effort you make to support your 

children, engage them in learning and enrich our school community!  

You can find out mor about positive noticing and Positive Noticing Day at https://

www.positivenoticingday.com/homeadults. 

 

On Friday, we will be supporting Children in Need on Pudsey Day! Children can wear 

yellow or something spotty for a £1 donation. We can't wait to see everyone in their 

outfits to raise money for such a great cause.  

https://www.positivenoticingday.com/homeadults
https://www.positivenoticingday.com/homeadults


If you are a parent or carer of a child 

due to start in Reception Class in     

September 2026, we warmly welcome 

you to our Open Morning on Monday 

17th November from 0930 to 1030. 

Please come and see the amazing   

learning our children do and the wide 

range of activities available to them. 

Please scan the QR code to book a place. 

We look forward to seeing you! 



Please follow this link to our website, where you can access this newsletter and the links within it https://

primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-dennis-primary-academy/UploadedDocument/f8f187e7-f1c7-4e08-

bb24-7801ee8b8f98/online-safety-newsletter-nov-2025.pdf 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-dennis-primary-academy/UploadedDocument/f8f187e7-f1c7-4e08-bb24-7801ee8b8f98/online-safety-newsletter-nov-2025.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-dennis-primary-academy/UploadedDocument/f8f187e7-f1c7-4e08-bb24-7801ee8b8f98/online-safety-newsletter-nov-2025.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-dennis-primary-academy/UploadedDocument/f8f187e7-f1c7-4e08-bb24-7801ee8b8f98/online-safety-newsletter-nov-2025.pdf




Eco Club 

November is ‘Cut Your Carbon Month’. Below is a checklist of challenges for children to 
complete at home. Eco club will talk about it in assembly so all their friends know about it 
and then if anyone completes the challenges they get a special certificate!             
Thank you Eco Club! 



 

 

 

 

 

Mastering Number  

Over the past few years, alongside our regular maths   

lessons, children in EYFS and Key Stage 1 have been taking 

part in the Mastering Number programme—a national 

initiative designed to develop deep number sense and fluen-

cy in calculation.  

This structured approach helps children build confidence 

and a solid understanding of numbers from an early age. 

The response from our pupils has been fantastic, they gen-

uinely enjoy the sessions, and we’re seeing impressive pro-

gress as a result!                   

As a consequence of this success we have introduced it in 

Key Stage 2. At this stage, the focus is on developing   

fluency and confidence with multiplication and division 

facts. 

“Without mathematics, there’s nothing you can do. Everything around you is mathematics. Everything around you is 

numbers.” – Shakuntala Devi  

At St Dennis, we are committed to nurturing confident and capable mathematicians. Our aim is to foster a genuine   

enjoyment of maths while helping children build a strong conceptual understanding that they can apply to real-life    

problems and challenges. In addition to our daily maths lessons, children benefit from maths jotter time, key skills sessions 

and regular practise of number facts. Maths is also woven throughout the day, embedded in stories, routines and cross-

curricular activities, making learning both meaningful and fun! 

This year, we’re excited to have a whole-school focus on problem solving and reasoning, encouraging children to think  

critically and creatively. Building on the success of the Mastering Number programme in Key Stage 1, we’ve now intro-

duced it to Key Stage 2, ensuring continuity and deepening number fluency across the school. 

All curriculum information is available on the school website https://www.stdennis.academy/maths/ 

In Year 4, there is a statutory online assessment called 

the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC). 

It evaluates whether pupils can fluently recall their 

multiplication facts up to 12 x 12.  As one of the en-

hancements for helping your Year 4 child learn the 

tables we use an online app called Times Tables Rock-

stars. Your child can log in at home and practise 

maths in a fun way!  

Starting Strong: Maths in the Early Years  

Maths learning begins right from the start in our 

nursery, where children enjoy dedicated daily number 

sessions. These early experiences lay the groundwork for 

a deep understanding of numbers.  

As children move into Reception, this foundation is built 

upon through focused teaching of number sense—the 

essential building block for all future mathematical 

learning.  
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How can I help my child at home?  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

This online game provides learners with a chance to practise the recall of their number bonds, multiplica-

tion and division facts where they can test their accuracy and speed of recall. 

https://ttrockstars.com/ 

Each child from Year 2 has a log in and password for Times Tables Rock Stars. They can earn coins 

through practising their multiplication and division facts in a range of fun games.  

https://www.transum.org/Software/SW/Starter_of_the_day/index.htm 

A different problem is given each day, to test different areas of Maths and twist your brain in different 

ways. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks 

This BBC resource is based on songs, quizzes and activities to build your child’s confidence and           

understanding in early maths. 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary 

Another BBC resource based on quizzes, games and activities to increase confidence and understanding in 

maths for all ages. 

Everyone matters, everyone succeeds, every moment counts. (November 2025) 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://ttrockstars.com/
https://www.transum.org/Software/SW/Starter_of_the_day/index.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary



