
Dear parents and carers,  

What a great first two days back at school! The children have returned to school looking smart in their uniform and 
ready to learn. 

They have all had the best time today either at school, taking part in kin-ball, archery, ultimate dodgeball and 
learning survival skills, or at Polkerris Beach. We have seen all our core values of aspiration, courage, responsibility, 
teamwork, friendship and achievement being displayed and we look forward to sharing lots of photos with you next 
week.  

I hope you all have a great weekend. 

Mrs Cathy Brokenshire (Headteacher) 
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Everyone matters, everyone succeeds, every moment counts 

16.09.24 Individual School Photos 
1500 Sort Class (Y1) Meet the Teacher 
Clubs Start 

17.09.24 0900 Lowarn Class (Y4) Meet the Teacher 
1500 Brogh Class (Y3) Meet the Teacher 

18.09.24 0900 Pedrevan Class (Y6) Meet the Teacher 
1500 Gwiwer Class (Y2) Meet the Teacher 

19.09.24 0900 Kroenek Class (Rec) Meet the Teacher 
1500 Godh Class (Y5) Meet the Teacher 

20.09.24 0900 The Nest Meet the Teacher 

23.09.24 Stay Safe Week 

01.10.24 Black History Month 

09.10.24 MADE Project in Godh Class (Y5) 

10.10.24 Harvest Assembly for The Foodbank 

21.10.24 0900 Godh Class (Y5) Fabulous Finish 
1500 Sort Class (Y1) Fabulous Finish 

22.10.24 0900 Lowarn Class (Y4) Fabulous Finish 

23.10.24 0900 Pedrevan Class (Y6) Fabulous Finish 
1500 Gwiwer Class (Y2) Fabulous Finish 

24.10.24 0900 Brogh Class (Y3) Fabulous Finish 
1500 Kroenek Class (Rec) Fabulous Finish 
Nasal Flu Vaccinations 

25.10.24 0900 The Nest Fabulous Finish 

Key Dates - Autumn Term 1 Clubs 

As you know, each term, we run a full programme of 
clubs for children to attend after school. 
These are due to start again on Monday 16th September 
and will run for 10 weeks. Details will follow next week. 
To help us plan for clubs, please can you either follow 
the link or scan the QR code to give us 
some feedback. Thank you  
https://forms.office.com/e/wbKkRvDztM?
origin=lprLink 
 

PE Days  

From Monday, class PE days will be as follows: 
 

Nursery - Tuesday 
Reception - Thursday 
Year 1 - Monday and Tuesday 
Year 2 - Wednesday and Thursday 
Year 3 - Monday and Tuesday 
Year 4 - Monday and Tuesday 
Year 5 - Wednesday and Thursday 
Year 6 - Wednesday and Thursday 
 

Children in KS1 will need to bring their PE kit in on a 
Monday and keep it in school all week.  
 

Children in KS2 can wear their PE kit on PE days. 
 

A polite reminder that correct PE kit needs to be worn 
at all times (please see what PE kit consists of in this 
newsletter).  
 

http://www.stdennis.academy
mailto:office@stdennis.tpacademytrust.org
https://forms.office.com/e/wbKkRvDztM?origin=lprLink&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0h_QqjUuHz15KMaF2DBsaaEmk5v7YNHeVj4vKTJ2ojCix3nCgIDrTwA1c_aem_66ZsMs4-khGCOVh5uMmxXg
https://forms.office.com/e/wbKkRvDztM?origin=lprLink&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0h_QqjUuHz15KMaF2DBsaaEmk5v7YNHeVj4vKTJ2ojCix3nCgIDrTwA1c_aem_66ZsMs4-khGCOVh5uMmxXg


IMPORTANT CHANGES TO THE LAW REGARDING PENALTY NOTICES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE  

A new National Framework for Penalty Notices for school absence, including unauthorised holiday absence, came 
into effect from 19 August 2024 and will affect when penalty notices are issued in Cornwall.   

What are the changes? 

There is a new national threshold of 10 unauthorised sessions for any reason (equivalent to 5 school days) within 
a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty notice must be considered.  

The new rules mean you will no longer be able to take your child out of school for one week’s holiday without the 
consideration of a penalty notice being issued. 

There will be an increase in the penalty fine from £60 to £80 if paid in 21 days. If the fine is not paid by the 
first 21 days, it will rise to £160 if paid within 28 days of being issued.  

If a second penalty fine is issued to the same parent for the same child within a 3-year rolling period, the fine will 
automatically rise to £160 with no option to pay the lower rate of £80. 

If a parent then commits a third offence in a 3-year rolling period, the local authority will need to consider other 
enforcement options available to them. This could include prosecution. 

FAQs 

If I have already booked a holiday for next year, could I receive a penalty fine at the new higher rate? 

Yes, absence from school can only be agreed when the explanation of the leave of absence is considered as          
exceptional circumstance by the Head Teacher. 

Who can be issued with a penalty notice? 

Each parent can receive a fine for each child who has had unauthorised absence from school.  

In education law, anyone who lives with a child and who has day-to-day care of the child is also considered to be 
a parent whether they are the biological parent or not. This will include step-parents and partners. 

Do the new rules only apply to holidays during term time? 

No, it applies to all unauthorised absence from school including holidays. Unauthorised absence includes other   
absence that has not been agreed such as truancy, arriving late after the register has closed and failing to provide 
acceptable reasons for absence. 

How do I request for my child to have leave granted during term time? 

You must submit a Leave of Absence Request form to the Head Teacher before the proposed absence (a minimum 
of 15 days before the Leave of absence is due to commence). Each request will be considered on its own merit, but 
where the leave of absence could be taken outside of the school term the absence will not be authorised.  Do not 
assume that the absence will be granted until you have received confirmation from the school. 

Do the 10 sessions of unauthorised absence have to be taken all at the same time before a penalty fine is issued? 

No, a penalty fine can be issued for any combination of absences over a 10-week rolling period. They can be con-
secutive or non-consecutive and can span over two terms (including between academic years). 

What happens if I am issued with a penalty fine and I don’t pay it? 

Unauthorised absence from school is an offence under S444 of the Education Act 1996. A penalty fine is an op-
portunity for you to settle out of court. If you don’t take this opportunity, you can be prosecuted for the offence of 
failing to ensure your child’s regular attendance. 

What should I do if I am worried about my child’s attendance? 

Please contact us to arrange a meeting to discuss how we can support you to improve the situation.  

 



Uniform 

For contacts and where to buy uniform, please follow this link to our website https://www.stdennis.academy/uniform-

information/. 

Jewellery 

The only permitted jewellery that may be worn is: 

• One pair of stud earrings – no other piercings are permitted 

• A sensible wrist watch - no electronic smart watches are permitted 

Make-up 

• Make-up, nail varnish, false nails and nail extensions are not permitted. 

Hairstyles  

• Extreme hairstyles, such as mohawks and patterned or brightly coloured hair, are not acceptable.  

• Long hair must be tied up during practical lessons, e.g. during PE.  

• Bandana style headbands and flowers/bows or excessive hair accessories are not to be worn; however, 
plain hair clips or bands are acceptable.  

School Uniform PE Kit 

• School sweatshirt or cardigan with (or with-
out) school logo 

• White polo shirt  

• School fleece with (or without) school logo  

• Black trousers (black jeans are not permitted) or 
black skirt    

• Black smart shorts (not sports shorts) 

• Sensible plain black shoes or plain black trainers  

• Plain white t-shirt with (or without) school logo  

• Black shorts (plain jogging bottoms / leggings in cold 
weather may be worn over shorts) 

• Suitable trainers or other sports footwear e.g. football 
boots, plimsolls  

Please note that school jumpers need to be worn with PE 
kits rather than other jumpers or hoodies which are not 
school uniform  

If anyone needs any help with 

school uniform, please speak to the 

School Office. 
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Please follow this link to our website to access links within this newsletter https://primarysite-prod-

sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-dennis-primary-academy/UploadedDocument/5fa061a5-5cf9-4e33-a65d-

1aab7938b7e6/online-safety-newsletter-september-2024.pdf 
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https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-dennis-primary-academy/UploadedDocument/5fa061a5-5cf9-4e33-a65d-1aab7938b7e6/online-safety-newsletter-september-2024.pdf



