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Topi.c: Rivers
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Glossary
Rivers usually begin in upland areas, when rain falls on ["@ @ channel A length of water wider than a strait, joining two larg-
high ground and begins to flow downhill. Tlneg always — : er areas of water, especially two seas.
flow downhill because of gravity. Location festures J'Jl’:f:.a', Plisrmerll ) _ o
evaporation The process of turning from liquid into vapour-
They then fl d bend d thi th, ; 5
&y then flow and bend (meander) as they cross the River System i overland flow Term used to describe surface flow that is outside the

land d objects such as hills or | ks.
and or go around objects such as hills or large rocks confines of a stream charnl.

They flow until they reach another body of water.
Oxbow lake Formed when a river creates a meander, due to the

As rivers flow, they erode (or wear away) the land. river eroding the bank

Over a. long period of time rivers create valleys, precipitation  Rain, snow, sleet, or hail that falls to, or condenses on
or gorges and canyons if the river is strong enou.gh 1o
erode rock. Theg take the sediment (bits of soil and rock)

and carry it dlong with them.

the 9round.

transporting  Take or carry (people or goods) from one place to an-

other by means of a vehicle, aircraft, or ship.

V—sh.a,ped Rivers begtn higln up in the mountains so theg flow
va,U.el_.j qntcklg downhill erodLng the Landscape verttca.llg

Small rivers are usndllg known as streams,

brrooks or creeks. If theg flow from underground theg are Oxbow Lake

called springs. Channel

water cycle The water cycle is the journey water takes as it moves

from the land to the sky and back again.

> waterfall A cascade of water falling from a height, formed when

a river or stream flows over a. precipice or steep incline.
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